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when David Ramadanoff, a former associate 
conductor of the San Francisco Symphony 
and winner of the 1980 Leopold Stokowski 
Conducting Award, accepted the position of 
music director and conductor. Under his dy-
namic leadership, the Vallejo Symphony has 
developed into an urban orchestra of regional 
importance, attracting some of the finest musi-
cians in the San Francisco Bay Area. In 1983 
the VSO became completely professional. In 
1993 the orchestra visited Vallejo’s sister city 
of Akashi, Japan. In 1997 the VSO hosted the 
West Coast premiere of Hannibal’s concert 
opera ‘‘African Portraits.’’ Hannibal spent the 
week in Vallejo public schools with students. 

The Vallejo Symphony now performs a four- 
concert subscription season and an annual 
Summer Pops concert each Fourth of July. As 
part of its commitment to the musical experi-
ence of Solano County’s children, the orches-
tra performs youth concerts for the elementary 
school children of Vallejo, and presents its 
popular series of intimate, entertaining and 
educational mini-concerts in elementary 
schools throughout the county. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that we recog-
nize the Vallejo Symphony Orchestra for its 
many contributions to the Vallejo community 
and wish its members many more years of 
outstanding performances. 

f 

REMARKS ON THE DEATH OF 
SHAMIL BASAYEV 

HON. VITO FOSSELLA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, on July 10, 
2006, one of the world’s greatest terrorists, 
Shamil Basayev was killed during a special 
operation by Russian Security Services. 
Basayev represented the radical aspect of the 
Chechen rebel movement. The movement 
began as a secular fight for independence and 
has become overrun by Islamic extremists. 
Russia claims that Basayev’s efforts have now 
been supported by international terror net-
works like al-Qaeda. 

For more than 10 years, Basayev, des-
ignated as a terrorist by both the United 
States and the United Nations, was the mas-
termind behind the most horrific attacks on the 
Russian people. His reign of terror includes 
the seizure of a hospital in Budyonnovsk in 
southern Russia in 1995 that killed approxi-
mately 100. He attacked a theater in Moscow 
in 2002 where dozens of hostages died. And 
most tragically and horrific in its cowardice, he 
abducted a school in Beslan in 2004, where 
331 people died, more than half of them 
schoolchildren. 

Basayev was set to strike again, but the 
Russian government stopped him in his 
tracks. Russian security officials engaged in a 
special operation that used information gained 
from tracking weapons and explosive ship-
ments from abroad. They linked this informa-
tion to plans for a terrorist attack in southern 
Russia intended to coincide with a meeting of 
the Group of 8 leaders. 

Before his death, in his last known state-
ment in public, Basayev was said to express 
‘‘great thankfulness’’ for the insurgents in Iraq 
who killed 5 Russian diplomats. 

Terrorism is an affront to civilized people the 
world over. We in New York and the United 

States know the bloody price of terrorism. This 
represents a small victory in the global war on 
terrorism. Civilized society cannot rest until 
terrorism is stamped out once and for all. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
SANCTUARY OF ROANOKE, ALA-
BAMA 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
respectfully ask the attention of the House 
today to pay recognition to the First United 
Methodist Church of Roanoke, Alabama, 
which is celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
their sanctuary on October 1, 2006. 

In 1836, the Randolph Mission was created 
and serves today as the earliest recording of 
a place for Methodists to worship in Roanoke. 
In 1870, the church joined the newly orga-
nized North Alabama Conference. The First 
United Methodist Church of Roanoke con-
tinues to be a part of the conference today. 

From 1906 to 1908, George Stoves served 
as pastor of the First United Methodist Church 
of Roanoke during a rapid period of growth in 
the town and during construction of their 
present church. Stoves is recognized for de-
signing the beautiful building. 

The celebration will include opening the cor-
ner stone, memorializing a newly renovated 
kitchen, and paying off the mortgage of their 
family life center. 

I salute the members of the First United 
Methodist Church of Roanoke, Alabama, for 
reaching this important milestone in the history 
of Roanoke, and congratulate the church fam-
ily on their sanctuary’s 100th anniversary. 

f 

IN HONOR OF EMILY STUART 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Emily Stuart. 
Throughout her lifetime, Mrs. Stuart brightened 
the lives of family and friends in the commu-
nity of Parma, Ohio. 

As a kind and active citizen, Mrs. Stuart 
played an integral role in local politics. She 
was a member of the Parma Democratic Club 
and the Woman’s Democratic Club. Mrs. Stu-
art revolutionized the process of communica-
tion between constituents by devising a sys-
tem of post cards to collect contact informa-
tion. In addition, she spent countless hours 
making phone calls and posting yard signs for 
local politicians. During her involvement in 
local politics, she herself rose to the ranks of 
precinct committeewoman; a position she 
maintained for more than 20 years. 

But Mrs. Stuart is not just an integral part of 
Parma politics. From her home on Harold Ave-
nue, she has enjoyed 43 years of marriage to 
her loving husband, Joe Stuart. Together they 
became involved in committees and clubs 
across northeast Ohio. Her brothers, Edward 

and Stephen Mazur and sister Janice Warner 
along with many nieces and nephews are 
among the many family members touched by 
Mrs. Stuart’s delightful stories and laughter. 

While the world changed dramatically over 
the course of Mrs. Stuart’s lifetime, she be-
lieved in maintaining the traditions of her Pol-
ish ancestry. Mrs. Stuart contributed to the 
culture of Parma by joining the Polish Legion 
of American Veterans. Close friends say she 
welcomed any and every opportunity to speak 
her native language. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in celebrating the life of Emily Stuart; a be-
loved family member and friend. Over the 
years, her dedication to service brought joy to 
the lives of so many, including mine. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘RECONSTRUC-
TION AND STABILIZATION CIVIL-
IAN MANAGEMENT ACT’’ 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today, Mr. SAXTON 
and I are pleased to introduce the House com-
panion bill to S. 3322, the Lugar-Biden bill, 
‘‘Reconstruction and Stabilization Civilian Man-
agement Act,’’ that unanimously passed the 
Senate in May 2006. 

According to the Defense Science Board, 
since the end of the cold war, the U.S. has 
begun stabilization and reconstruction oper-
ation once every 18–24 months. This fre-
quency of engagement reflects the reality that 
U.S. national security is more threaten by fail-
ing and ungoverned states than traditional 
threats. We only have to look to Afghanistan 
and southern Lebanon to see the far-reaching 
consequences of ungoverned territory. 

The complexities of failed states cannot be 
dealt with by military solution alone. Com-
bating failed states requires a complex com-
bination of political, diplomatic, development 
assistance and military actions, as well as the 
ability to respond quickly in the immediate 
aftermath of crisis. The military plays an ex-
tremely important role in stabilizing a country, 
but civilians play an equally important role and 
have comparative advantage in helping to de-
velop civil society—judicial systems, law en-
forcement, health care, economic develop-
ment, trade promotion and other essential sec-
tors to stabilize a country. 

The Reconstruction and Stabilization Civilian 
Management Act would lay the legislative 
framework for authorizing this integral civilian 
capacity. Specifically, the Reconstruction and 
Stabilization Civilian Management Act would: 

Authorize the establishment of the State De-
partment Office of the Coordinator for Recon-
struction and Stabilization, S/CRS, and ex-
penditures for a Crisis Response Fund for a 
Conflict Response Corps, and for educational, 
training, planning and operational capacity for 
S/CRS. 

Authorize the establishment of a 250 person 
Civilian Response Corps with both Active-Duty 
and Reserve components. The corps, made 
up of both State Department and USAID em-
ployees, could be rapidly deployed with the 
military for both initial assessments and oper-
ational purposes. They would be the first civil-
ian team on the ground in post-conflict situa-
tions, well in advance of the establishment of 
an embassy. 
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Seek to establish personnel exchange pro-

grams with other federal agencies designed to 
enhance stabilization and reconstruction ca-
pacity. 

Importantly, the bill promotes a stabilization 
and reconstruction curriculum and the utiliza-
tion of already existing programs like the Cen-
ter for Stabilization and Reconstruction Stud-
ies at the Naval Postgraduate School. 

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this im-
portant piece of legislation that would greatly 
assist in improving the capacity of our govern-
ment to respond to some of the most impor-
tant and pressing security threats of our time. 

f 

SIKHS CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 2006 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the Council of 
Khalistan recently published an open letter 
showing that the effort to liberate Khalistan 
from Indian occupation is closer than ever to 
success. It took note of the speeches and the 
raising of the flag in support of Khalistan, of 
the seminar that was given that promoted 
Khalistan, and numerous other activities that 
have moved forward the peaceful effort to lib-
erate Khalistan. 

The letter argues that Khalistan is the only 
issue facing the Sikhs. It cites examples of 
people living in tyranny who put their dif-
ferences aside to oust the tyrants and urges 
the Sikh nation to learn from those examples 
and do the same. It calls on the political lead-
ers in Punjab, Khalistan, to focus their atten-
tion on the issue of liberating Khalistan from 
Indian occupation rather than the lesser issues 
that so often command their attention. 

I recommend this letter highly, Mr. Speaker. 
It provides an excellent overview of the situa-
tion in Punjab, Khalistan. 

Mr. Speaker, we must do our part to ensure 
freedom to the people of Khalistan and all the 
oppressed people of south Asia and the world. 
This is critical if we are proclaiming the Amer-
ican values of freedom, democracy, and 
human rights, which are cornerstones of 
American foreign policy. In pursuit of that goal, 
we should end our aid to India and our trade 
with India until it respects the basic human 
rights of all people under its control, treating 
them fairly, equally, and with dignity. And we 
should actively support democracy for the 
people of Khalistan and all the occupied na-
tions, such as Kashmir, Nagalim, and others, 
in the form of democracy and self-determina-
tion. They should have a free and fair vote on 
their status, the democratic way. Does India 
have a problem with democracy for the people 
it rules? If so, it is not worthy of our support. 

I would like to put the Council of Khalistan’s 
open letter into the RECORD for the information 
of my colleagues and the American people. 

SIKH LEADERSHIP MUST UNITE TO FREE 
KHALISTAN 

AUGUST 14, 2006. 
DEAR KHALSA JI: As I write this letter, we 

are again approaching Indian Independence 
Day. Although it is a celebration for the 
uppercaste Hindus, it is a black day on the 
calendar for Sikhs and other minorities suf-
fering under the boot of Indian repression. 
Over 52,000 of our Sikh brothers and sisters 

remain in illegal Indian custody as political 
prisoners without charge or trial. More than 
a quarter of a million of our fellow Sikhs 
have been murdered by the Indian govern-
ment. Similar genocide has been inflicted on 
Christians, Muslims, and other minorities. Is 
this what India celebrates? Are they cele-
brating bloodshed, violence, brutality, and 
tyranny? Unfortunately, that is the way it 
looks. How does a democracy justify that 
kind of celebration? 

The flame of freedom continues to burn 
brightly in the heart of the Sikh Nation. No 
force can suppress it. The arrests last year 
and earlier this year of Sikh activists, most-
ly from Dal Khalsa, merely for raising the 
Khalistani flag and making pro-Khalistan 
speeches shows that the movement to free 
our homeland is on the rise. It has gotten the 
attention of the world. The seminar orga-
nized by former Member of Parliament 
Sardar Atinder Pal Singh, who has publicly 
asked why we can’t have Khalistan, also 
moved the cause of freedom for Khalistan 
forward. We are closer to freedom than ever 
before, despite the ongoing repression. 

Recently, a coalition of Sikh leaders led by 
Simranjit Singh Mann has come together to 
oppose both Chief Minister Amarinder Singh 
and Parkash Singh Badal. While it is good to 
oppose both of these leaders, who are puppets 
of the brutal Indian regime, the small, incre-
mental proposals that the Mann-led coali-
tion is making do little to solve the basic 
problems of the Sikh Nation. The real issue 
is Khalistan. That is why these 35 Sikhs face 
charges from the Indian government for rais-
ing the Khalistani flag and speaking for 
Khalistan, not merely for opposition to 
Badal and Amarinder. As worthwhile as it 
may be to oppose them, it is diverting the 
attention of the Sikh Nation from the real 
issue of Khalistan. 

India is trying to subvert Khalistan’s inde-
pendence by overrunning Punjab with non- 
Sikhs while keeping Sikhs from escaping the 
brutal repression in Punjab. We must redou-
ble our efforts to free our homeland, Punjab, 
Khalistan. That is the only way to keep 
these atrocities from continuing and to pro-
tect the Sikh Nation. This is a direct chal-
lenge to the Sikh leadership, irrespective of 
their party affiliation. Yet the new coalition 
wants to practice politics as usual, within 
the Indian system. That will never achieve 
freedom, dignity, security, or prosperity for 
the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan. They must 
speak out forcefully for Khalistan or their 
efforts are useless. Please do not waste the 
Sikh Nation’s time on other issues that di-
vert our attention from liberating Khalistan. 
Those issues can and should be dealt with 
after Khalistan is free. But until then, no 
other issue matters to the future of the 
Khalsa Panth. 

Other nations that have faced repression 
have taught us the lesson that these politi-
cians need to learn. When Nicaragua suffered 
under a repressive government in the 1980s, 
the opposition factions put aside their dif-
ferences and worked together to free the peo-
ple from the repression of the Ortega regime. 
A similar thing is happening in other coun-
tries around the world today. They know 
that these differences, as important as they 
may be, are for a later day. First, they must 
secure freedom. 

Any organization that sincerely supports 
Khalistan deserves the support of the Sikh 
Nation. However, the Sikh Nation needs 
leadership that is honest, sincere, consistent, 
and dedicated to the cause of Sikh freedom. 
But we should only support sincere, dedi-
cated, honest leaders. The Council of 
Khalistan has stood strongly and consist-
ently for liberating our homeland, Khalistan, 
from Indian occupation. For over 20 years we 
have led this fight while others were trying 

to divert the resources and the attention of 
the Sikh Nation away from the issue of free-
dom in a sovereign, independent Khalistan. 

Mr. Mann is not trustworthy. He is con-
niving with the Indian government. His let-
ter pledging support for ‘‘the constitution 
and territorial integrity of India’’ is repro-
duced on page 185 of Chakravyuh: Web of In-
dian Secularism. Last year, he was escorted 
around America by Amarjit Singh. At a 
Vaisakhi celebration in New York in 2000, he 
called for the Council of Khalistan office to 
be closed. He has accused Dr. Awatar Singh 
Sekhon and me of being Indian government 
agents! 

All factions of the Akali Dal are to be 
viewed with suspicion. The Akali Dal has 
lost all its credibility. The Akali Dal con-
spired with the Indian government in 1984 to 
invade the Golden Temple to murder Sant 
Bhindranwale and 20,000 other Sikh during 
June 1984 in Punjab. If Sikhs will not even 
protect the sanctity of the Golden Temple, 
how can the Sikh Nation survive as a na-
tion? 

The Akali leaders also walked out when I 
predicted at a seminar around the celebra-
tion of Guru Nanak’s birthday that 
Khalistan will soon be free, a prediction that 
was greeted with multiple enthusiastic 
shouts of ‘‘Khalistan Zindabad.’’ How will 
these Akalis account for themselves? Re-
member the words of former Jathedar of the 
Akal Takht Professor Darshan Singh: ‘‘If a 
Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.’’ 
Khalistan is the only way that Sikhs will be 
able to live in freedom, peace, prosperity, 
and dignity. It is time to start a Shantmai 
Morcha to liberate Khalistan from Indian oc-
cupation. 

Never forget that the Akal Takht Sahib 
and Darbar Sahib are under the control of 
the Indian government, the same Indian gov-
ernment that has murdered over a quarter of 
a million Sikhs in the past twenty years. 
These institutions will remain under the 
control of the Indian regime until we free 
the Sikh homeland, Punjab, Khalistan, from 
Indian occupation and oppression and sever 
our relations with the New Delhi govern-
ment. 

The Sikhs in Punjab have suffered enor-
mous repression at the hands of the Indian 
regime in the last 25 years. Over 50,000 Sikh 
youth were picked up from their houses, tor-
tured, murdered in police custody, then se-
cretly cremated as ‘‘unidentified bodies.’’ 
Their remains were never even given to their 
families! More than a quarter of a million 
Sikhs have been murdered at the hands of 
the Indian government. Another 52,268 are 
being held as political prisoners. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! Even now, 
the capital of Punjab, Chandigarh, has not 
been handed over to Punjab, but remains a 
Union Territory. How can Sikhs have any 
freedom living under a government that 
would do these things? 

Sikhs will never get any justice from 
Delhi. Ever since independence, India has 
mistreated the Sikh Nation, starting with 
Patel’s memo labelling Sikhs ‘‘a criminal 
tribe.’’ Wbat a shame for Home Minister 
Patel and the Indian government to issue 
this memorandum when the Sikh Nation 
gave over 80 percent of the sacrifices to free 
India. 

How can Sikhs continue to live in such a 
country? There is no place for Sikhs in sup-
posedly secular, supposedly democratic 
India. Let us work to make certain that 2006 
is the Sikh Nation’s most blessed year by 
making sure it is the year that we shake our-
selves loose from the yoke of Indian oppres-
sion and liberate our homeland, Khalistan, 
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